
Do you know someone who shows Excellence in Special Education and want them to know? 
Nominate that person for an Excellence in Special Education Award. 
 
The Folsom Cordova Unified School District Special Education Community Advisory Committee 
(CAC) is hosting an awards ceremony to show our recognition of, and appreciation for, 
individuals who have shown excellence or made contributions to special education. We rely on 
community members, staff, parents, students, and CAC members to identify those individuals 
who deserve recognition. Please note, the nomination form can be accessed by the link and the 
QR-code at the bottom of this message. 
 
One (1) award shall be granted in each of the following categories: 

● Special Education Teacher 
● General Education Teacher 
● Parent or Community Member 
● Administrator (Principal, Assistant Principal, Program Coordinator, Program 

Specialist, etc.) 
● Classified Employee (Instructional Assistant, Office Staff, Custodian, Bus Driver, 

etc.) 
● General Education Student who supports inclusion 
● Related Service Provider (Speech Pathologist, Occupational Therapist, Physical 

Therapist, Behaviorist, School Psychologist, Mental Health Specialist, Nurse, etc.) 
 
PROCESS: 

● Nomination forms are due by Friday, April 5, 2024. 
● Recipients are reviewed and chosen by a subcommittee of the CAC. Recipients will 

be selected on the strength of the individual nominations. 
● The committee may request further clarification of nominations. 
● The committee welcomes all input but will make the final decision. 
● Nominees agree to be videotaped and/or photographed for the awards ceremony. 
● The Community Advisory Committee Excellence in Special Education Award Ceremony 

will commence at 5:30 p.m. on April 24, 2024 at Cordova High School Performing Arts 
Center, located at 2239 Chase Dr, Rancho Cordova, CA 95670. At the Awards Ceremony 
all nominees will receive a certificate of recognition and the top award recipients will 
receive a special recognition. 

 
SELECTION CRITERIA: 
The CAC has the difficult task of selecting only one (1) award recipient in each of the seven (7) 
categories. The committee strives for a broad-based representation of persons providing 
special services to children of all ages and grade levels throughout the FCUSD community. 
Nominees must demonstrate outstanding contributions above and beyond a job description, 
general expectations, and the role of a parent (depending on category). 
 
High priority consideration will be given (but not limited to) activities in the following areas: 
 



Teachers: 
● Exceptional teaching practices which promote a commitment to inclusive practices 
● Mainstreaming and integration 
● Career development and job placement 
● Fostering parental involvement 
● Curriculum enhancement 
● Providing school leadership in developing or carrying out instructional or social 

practices to promote achievement and participation of students with special needs 
● Achievement and participation of students with special needs (e.g., classroom 

organization, differentiated instruction, instructional accommodation, peer 
helping strategies, social skills development, management of behavior) 

● Ability to use a range of approaches to learning and uses creative and innovative ways 
to arouse curiosity, challenge students' thinking and engage them actively in learning 

 
Administrator: 

● Creates a culture of valuing, sharing, and celebrating special education within the 
school community 

● Articulates a vision for their school special education program policy and 
practices including proposed future directions 

 
Parent: 

● Dissemination of valuable information to staff and parents 
● Planning and conducting staff or parent training programs 
● Providing support to school programs by organizing volunteers or providing 

direct in-school assistance 
● Providing support to parents through participation in group meetings, 

PTO/PTA functions or other relevant conferences 
 
Classified staff: 

● Promotes achievement and participation of students with special needs 
● Facilitates/promotes social communication and social skills interactions with peers 
● Encourages and fosters independence 
● Celebrates and values special education within the school community 
● Partners with school staff to support students with special needs 

 
Student: 

● Actively participates in school programs that increase peer acceptance and support 
of individual differences 

● Provides friendship and encouragement to students with special needs 
● Demonstrates leadership in student activities to promote a spirit of caring, 

belonging and cooperation among the student body 
● A student nominee who became an active buddy/peer/tutor 

 
 



For all categories, the nominee (for additional consideration): 
● Attended community events in support of the students 
● Volunteered in leadership roles 
● Demonstrated unusual commitment working with community services or agencies. 

 
*Award winners will be selected without regard to race, color, national origin, sex, disability, 
age, religion, sexual orientation, marital and/or parental status.* 
 

To nominate an outstanding employee, student, parent, or community 
member, visit the following link or scan a QR-code:  
Excellence in Special Education Award Nominations 
https://forms.gle/9ofm5fzxwLkUDP7y8 (raw link) 
Nomination forms are due by Friday, April 5, 2024. 
 
 

If you have any questions or have any issues with the nomination form, please contact Lilia Neal 
at lneal@fcusd.org 
 
 
Interested in joining our Community Advisory Committee? 
Please fill out the linked form COMMUNITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE APPLICATION FORM. 
For membership related inquiries, please contact Lilia Neal at lneal@fcusd.org. 
 
 

https://forms.gle/4XtSJYc2Y1aowE216
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